
 

OBRIGADU BARAK! 

The Newsletter of the Seattle East Timor Relief Association 

Issue #9    Spring 2008 

 

 

Sunday May 18, 2008   2 – 5 PM  

CENTRAL CINEMA (Seattle’s café theater) 

21

st

 and E. Union St, Central Seattle 

 

This made-for-TV mini-series from the Australian 

Broadcasting Company dramatizes the events leading up 

to and directly following the referendum of 1999. 

Powerfully portrayed by Australian and Timorese 

professional actors, this 3 hour film brings to life the 

tremendous bravery and suffering of the people in Timor 

during this tumultuous time. See the trailer at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0W8ZXSavVa8  

 

Please join us for this highly entertaining and deeply 

moving film to celebrate Independence Day! Coffee 

will be available also! All proceeds go to benefit our 

programs in Timor Leste. Suggested Donation $10.  

 

 

Near Tragedy in Timor 

By Neil Planert, SETRA Board 

 

More trauma was visited upon beleaguered East Timor 

last month when the new county’s president, Jose 

Ramos-Horta, was shot and seriously wounded, and 

former president and current prime minister, Xanana 

Gusmao, fled unharmed from a separate attack on his 

motor convoy. The coordinated assaults were conducted 

by renegade soldiers led by Major Alfredo Reinado, who 

was fatally shot during the incident at Ramos-Horta’s 

villa, and Gastao Salsinha, who led the unsuccessful 

ambush on the Prime Minister. Taken to Darwin where he 

received intensive medical care, the President is 

fortunately expected to make a full recovery. 

 

Unanswered Questions  

 

According to East Timor Prosecutor-General Longuinhos 

Monteiro, 11 heavily armed men participated in the 

incident at Ramos-Horta’s villa.[1] What exactly 

transpired there is still unclear. It has been commonly 

described in the press as an assassination attempt, and, 

indeed in recent comments from his hospital bed Ramos-

Horta has referred to “the assassination attempt on me by 

Mr. Alfredo Reinado and Mr. Salsinha.”[2] Prime Minister 

Xanana Gusmao has insisted it was an attempted double 

assassination with intent to topple the government, an 

assertion disputed by elements of the rebel force of 

headed by Major Reinado.[3] Yet some reports have 

refrained from labeling it a coup attempt, suggesting 

instead the possibility of  “a military gamble aimed at 

gaining an upper hand in negotiations with the 

government,”[4] possibly a botched kidnapping.  

 

Contributing to the swirl of speculation and rumor is the 

fact that more than a month after the events, the 

government in Dili has yet to issue an official account.[3] 

Further complicating the narrative is the relationship 

between government heads Jose Ramos-Horta and 

Xanana Gusmao on the one hand, and Alfredo Reinado 

and the rebel contingent he fronted on the other. The 

principal players were familiar with each other, having 

met during various discussions of grievances and terms 

of surrender. And according to his brother, the President 

identified the rebel who shot him as the man whom he 

had personally taken into his house and nursed back to 

health after the rebel had been shot two years ago.[5] 

Ramos-Horta was clearly upset upon hearing that 

Rienado was dead and asked that his family be looked 

after.[3] 

 

Reinado, the “Petitioners” and East-West Tensions 

 

Major Reinado, an Australian-trained former military 

police chief, had joined and come to the forefront of the 

594 soldiers from the western part of the country who, 

claiming discrimination over pay and 

promotions, defected from their barracks in 2006. The 

U.N. has since found that many of their grievances have 

merit and have yet to be addressed by the 

government.[6] Referred to collectively as the 

“Petitioners,” they were subsequently fired, touching off a 

crisis, fueled by regional tensions, which resulted in the 



deaths of 37 people and the displacement of some 

150,000 forced to flee their homes.[7]The U.N. estimated 

that 6000 homes were destroyed in Dili alone, and some 

100,000 remain displaced.[6]    

 

 

Commander Alfredo Reinado before his death www.abc.au 

 

Some have traced east-west regional tensions clear back 

to the time of Portuguese occupation, with a period of 

relative dormancy during Indonesian occupation. “Army 

and police divisions have certainly expressed themselves 

in part along this fault line,” according to East Timor 

scholar Richard Tantor.[9] Timor-Leste’s politicians are 

partly to blame, says Hill, exploiting regional tensions to 

shore up their support bases.. 

 

John Miller, of the East Timor and Indonesia Action 

Network, has described Reinado as “very flashy and 

charismatic, but ...more the symptom than the cause" of 

divisions in the country.” These include “poverty and 

joblessness,” explains Miller, “the East Timorese have not 

been able to recover from the Indonesian occupation, 

from the destruction the Indonesians left behind." [8] 

Unemployment is as high as 58% in the critical 

demographic of young males, and Reinado’s grievances 

against the powers that be have resonated with numbers 

of jobless youths from the west wandering Dili’s streets, 

according to Miller.[8]   

 

Culture of Impunity 

 

Another important root cause traces back to the lack of 

accountability for atrocities committed in East Timor. 

There have been various commissions and inquiries, but 

to date no Indonesian national has gone to jail for any of 

the many atrocities perpetrated by the Indonesian 

occupation, despite voluminous evidence.[7] Former 

military chief and Indonesian presidential candidate, 

General Wiranto, for example, has been indicted for his 

role in the mayhem in East Timor, but remains 

unarrested.[7]  

 

This resistance to accountability has come from many 

sides, some unexpected. Not wishing to upset its giant 

neighbor, upon whom it is dependent as the primary 

source of imports, the Dili government has refused to 

initiate INTERPOL arrest proceedings against Wiranto 

and has resisted widespread calls for an international 

tribunal to prosecute other perpetrators, as specified by 

international law, in the absence of an effective 

alternative.[7] This climate established at the top has 

helped foster a weak judicial system in Timor-Leste. 

Gangs of youths operate openly and feud with apparent 

impunity. 

 

"The lack of justice is behind every problem in East 

Timor," says Mario Carrascalao, a former governor of the 

territory. "There's a culture of impunity, and it just 

encourages more violence." [7] ETAN’s John Miller 

believes Maj. Reinado, who had been indicted for murder 

in 2006 and  played a cat and mouse game with a 

government often lacking the will to act, “should have 

been brought to justice long ago.”[10]  Reinado had met 

repeatedly with the President over the last year, even as 

he openly threatened to attack the government.[11]  

As Miller frames it,”Reinado's and others' sense of 

impunity no doubt was encouraged by the failure of the 

international community, including the United States, to 

work to hold accountable the Indonesian generals and 

leaders who committed brutal crimes against humanity in 

East Timor between 1975 and 1999, during Indonesia's 

occupation.”[10]  

 

 

President Jose Ramos-Horta, left, is greeted on his release from the 

hospital by Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao (www.abc.au)  

 

Silver Lining? 

 

The hope is that this tragic incident can take the steam 

out of the soldiers’ rebellion, and more importantly, serve 

as a wake-up call to address some of the underlying 



causes which have contributed to these tragic events. A 

negotiated surrender process starting in February has 

met with great progress, resulting in the confinement to 

barracks of 557 of the Petitioners as of February 27.[12] 

Talks with government have included the possibility of 

reinstatement to the military or reintegration into the 

workforce.[13] Resolution of the Petitioners situation may 

do much to scale back festering regional tensions-- a 

necessary precondition to breaking the stall in the return 

of Timor-Leste’s 100,000 displaced people. 

 

That still leaves an undetermined-- probably small-- 

number of hardcore rebels led by Salsinha. Having 

already missed a number of surrender deadlines, he and 

the remaining rebels are believed to be holed up high in a 

mountainous area now surrounded by 350 Timorese 

troops. Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao recently ordered 

what he says is a final ultimatum to "surrender or face the 

consequences,” and government troops have been 

issued ammunition in anticipation of a fierce battle.[14] It 

is hoped that further bloodshed can be avoided-- 

balanced against the prospect of a much feared long-

term insurgency campaign and further erosion of the rule 

of law. 
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Kay Rala Graduates Visit School  

 

 

 

Currently students at the Universidade Nacional de Timor 

Leste (UNTL), these Kay Rala graduates returned to see 

the huge changes since they left two years ago. The 

school has nearly doubled in population, and several new 

classrooms have been added. Funding from the 

government is now covering all the teacher salaries and 

building projects, as well as books and teaching 

materials. We continue our cultural exchange through 

Seattle’s NOVA Project high school students who are 

corresponding with students at Kay Rala. We are so 

pleased that SETRA donations have contributed to the 

current success of the students and the school.  

 

 

 

 

Just Coffee’s “Gardeners of Eden” 

Seed Project gets SETRA support 

 

SETRA has recently donated $500 to this project 

originating out of Madison, Wisconsin that supports fair 

trade coffee in many regions of the world and a variety of 

agricultural projects in Timor Leste, including Fundasaun 

Hari'i Au Metan (FHAM-Foundation to Raise up the Black 

Bamboo), a local Timorese NGO. For more information 

about this exciting project check out their website at 

www.justcoffee.coop/seedproject 

 



 

Lafaek Diak  “Good Crocodile” 

Increases Opportunities and Health 

 

SETRA’s newest beneficiary is an organization working in 

the district of Baucau to provide health services, 

leadership development, a women’s weaving 

cooperative, and agricultural programs. Lafaek Diak was 

founded by Timorese, German and Australian volunteers 

and has garnered support from faith groups in New 

Zealand and the US as well. In December 2007 we were 

fortunate to be able to visit with Mary Nelson, from 

Chicago, Illinois, whose niece helped found this vibrant 

organization. Some examples of their work include a 

recent project to install solar panels on the clinic in 

Triloka, a leadership training specifically for women that 

focused on peace building and reconciliation work. 

Another project involved distributing surplus rice from 

farmers in one part of the district to internally displaced 

families in another area. A tool-lending center and two 

silvaculture projects (fruit trees and timber trees) are also 

part of this organization’s efforts. To find out more about 

Fundasaun Lafaek Diak you can e-mail them at 

ributil@gmx.de SETRA hopes to purchase some 

products from the weaving cooperative to re-sell 

locally in the near future.  

 

 

Tom and Monica Liddle return to Timor Leste 

 

Long-time SETRA supporters and Timor activists, Tom 

and Monica Liddle will be returning to TL this spring to 

volunteer with the Fundasaun Lafaek Diak project. Tom 

and Monica traveled to Timor Leste in the spring of 2003, 

and were the first to visit Kay Rala school and bring 

SETRA funds to the faculty there. This spring they will be 

taking SETRA contributions to HIAM Health, Lafaek Diak, 

and also the Just Coffee project. The also hope to take 

cassette tapes from the NOVA students to the Kay Rala 

students. THANK YOU to Tom and Monica for helping 

us distribute the generous contributions from our 

SETRA donors!! 

 

Kafe Loro Sa’e, our organic, fair trade coffee 

from Timor Leste can be ordered any time. 

Buy it in bulk (5 lbs) and enjoy free shipping, 

or pick up smaller amounts in Phinney Ridge, 

West Seattle, or Ravenna. (see order form) 

 

 

An Evening with Constancio Pinto 

 

SETRA Board members, along with hosts John and 

Saraswati Brennan recently spent an engaging evening 

with our old friend Constancio Pinto (pictured center). 

Constancio worked tirelessly with ETAN National in the 

late 1990’s to bring the plight of his country to American 

audiences. He made several appearances in Seattle 

during that time, and won the respect and admiration of 

all who heard him. Since Independence he has worked 

for the East Timorese consulate in Washington DC. 

Directly following his visit to Seattle in March, Constancio 

planned to return to Timor Leste to work in the federal 

government as Director of Multi-lateral Agreements. We 

wish him the best in his new position, and hope that his 

tireless advocacy on behalf of his compatriots will bring 

him success in this new role.  

 

 

The Seattle East Timor Relief Association (SETRA) is a 501(c)(3) Charitable 

Organization registered with the WA Secretary of State, Reg #21908. 

SETRA works to make reparations to the people of East Timor, by financially 

supporting health, education and sustainable, sensible development projects 

in Timor Leste. We are an all-volunteer organization and 100% of profits go 

to support these projects  
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Neil Planert, President 

Frank Zucker, Vice President 

Debra Morrison, Secretary and Newsletter Editor 

Pam Shea, Treasurer 

Mariza Costa Cabral 

Linda Tally 

Joe Szwaja 

 

OBRIGADU BARAK (Thank You Very Much  in Tetum) is published 3 or 4 

times each year to inform our donors and the public about the projects we 

support in Timor Leste.  

 

For more information see our website at www.TimorRelief.org 


