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Board Announces 501(c)(3) Tax-
Deductible Status for SETRA

We are very excited to announce that on July 11,
2007 SETRA was granted 501(c)(3) status as a
public charity. That means that anyone who
donates to SETRA can make their gift tax-
deductible according to the rules set by the IRS.

Tax-deductible gifts are those that are given without
any goods or services being provided in return.
That means that coffee purchased from SETRA is
not tax-deductible. Other items, such as cards or
handcrafts that may be sold at future events, will be
marked with a designated fair market value, and
anything given above that will be tax-deductible.

We hope this news will be welcomed by all of our
donors, and we apologize for the delay in gaining
this status. We want to thank all of you who gave in
the past without the benefit of this exemption, and
we hope you will continue to give generously to
fund the worthwhile projects we are supporting in
Timor Leste. If you have questions about
contributions you have made since August of
2005 that you think might be tax-deductible,
please contact Debra Morrison at 206-523-3278
for more information.

SETRA Launches New Website at
www.timorrelief.org

Thanks to our wonderful volunteer, Linda Tally, who
designed our website, and Pat Carr of PQHost
Internet Services, who donated the hosting
services, we now have a website that we hope will
help us keep our donors connected with local
activities and the programs we are supporting in
Timor Leste. Please take a look at it, and tell us
what you would like to see there, so we can make
improvements. And please sign up on the
donations page in this newsletter to get future e-
newsletters.

Many, many thanks to Linda and Pat for helping
us make another dream come true for SETRA!!!

Kay Rala Secundaria Benefits from
TL Education Spending

Victor Soares, Public Relations Director of our
Sister School in Manatuto, Timor Leste, writes by e-
mail regularly to update us about how our money is
being spent to support Kay Rala Secundaria. Since
spring we have gotten lots of good news from
Victor about how well the school is doing.

Highlights include:

Local Manatuto carpenter, Victor Carceres, has
finished 60 more desks that SETRA paid for, and
the government provided 100 more desks and
chairs. This created the delightful situation that
there was no room to put all the desks, since the
current classrooms have enough.
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The government is paying to re-build 3 classrooms
for the expanding student population at Kay Rala.
The new classrooms will include new bathroom
facilities for the students. There are now more than
500 students attending Kay Rala Secundaria, many
escaping the continued strife in Dili, the capital.
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Graduating students pose with construction workers in front of

the classrooms being rebuilt to house the expanding student
body



Local Manatuto carpenters have also built two large
cupboards with SETRA funds to house the new text
books provided by the Ministry of Education.
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Kay Rala staff check out the new shipment of textbooks

117 students passed their exams and graduated
from Kay Rala on June 26, 2007.
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Victor Soares is proud to announce his own
graduation from the University of Timor Leste on
April 23, 2007. Victor will continue his work as a
teacher at Kay Rala, but spent much of his spring
working to educate the people of Manatuto District
in basic civics in preparation for the summer
elections.

New needs identified at Kay Rala include funding
for English and Computer courses for the students
and faculty of the school.

Thanks to all of you who have donated so
generously over the years to help the students
at Kay Rala flourish, and let’s hope they get the
support they need from the new government.

Fair Trade Kafe Timor Loro Sa’e Price
Raised First Time in 5 Years

Just a quick word to let you know that we’re having
to raise our coffee prices. We've tried to keep our
coffee reasonably priced by absorbing two price
hikes from our roaster since we began fundraising
with Fair Trade organic East Timor coffee five years
ago; but we just got another big price hike, so it's
time to do our first ever adjustment.

It's been convenient doing cash transactions based
on a $10 per bag rate for both regular and decaf,
and we’d like to keep doing it that way. From now
on, a $10 bag of regular will contain 140z.
instead of 16 oz. Decaf bags will stay at $10 for
12 oz. The “bulk rate” for 5 Ib. direct shipping
(still no charge for shipping!) will go from $50 to
$55.

Since we are an all volunteer organization, all of
our profits continue to go to our two current relief
projects in East Timor-- HIAM Health clinic in Dili
and Kay Rala School in Manantuto. Thanks for all
your past support!

Board Considers new TL Projects

The SETRA Board is looking for ideas about new
projects we might help to fund in Timor Leste. We
are looking for projects or organizations that
employ East Timorese citizens, promote
humanitarian efforts such as education, health, and
basic needs. We are especially interested in
sustainable development. If you have ideas please
contact us at info@timorrelief.org.




